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WAW Responds to Travel Ban Placed on Afghan Communities​
 
June 5, 2025 New York, NY - Women for Afghan Women (WAW) is deeply concerned about 
the impact the Trump administration’s most recent travel ban will have on the safety and security 
of Afghan and other immigrant communities.  
 
The new travel ban announced overnight on 19 countries, including Afghanistan, is harmful for 
individuals and families who find safety and refuge in the United States. The fear and 
uncertainty evoked by the Trump administration’s first travel “Muslim” ban in 2017 remains fresh 
in our memories. WAW staff members were working around the clock to address the urgent 
questions that refugees, immigrants, asylum seekers in our community had. We were present at 
local airports to offer translation services in Dari and Pashto for the families that were stranded 
with limited guidance. Many feared traveling despite being legal permanent residents (green 
card holders) and U.S. Citizens, unsure if they would be allowed to return to the United States - 
keeping families apart for months if not years. 
 
"Women for Afghan Women (WAW) remains deeply committed to supporting Afghan 
women and girls and advocating for their rights. In the wake of the recent Travel Ban 
announcement, which has brought renewed uncertainty and concern to our community, 
our dedication has only deepened. While this policy creates new barriers for those 
seeking safety and stability in the U.S., we continue to stand beside our community, 
offering compassionate support and essential resources in the face of yet another 
humanitarian challenge." – Dr. Susan Aryan Antolin, Executive Director, Women for Afghan 
Women 

For over two decades, WAW has worked tirelessly to empower Afghan women and girls through 
legal assistance, education, and advocacy. This ban creates additional obstacles for Afghan 
women’s access to essential services and the ability to reunite with loved ones in safety. We 
urge policymakers to reconsider this decision and implement humanitarian exemptions, 
ensuring that vulnerable individuals including women, children, and allies at risk, receive 
protection. 
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