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Meet Our New Executive Director!

Now more than ever, it is
important to amplify the voices of
Afghan women and girls. They are
invaluable assets to us all,
demonstrating extraordinary
resilience despite the barriers
they face.

By recognizing their contributions
and fostering their potential, we
can address these challenges and
drive positive change for the
betterment of the world.

— Dr. Susan Aryan Antolin

Afghan American Dr. Susan Aryan Antolin to lead WAW
in its empowerment mission

Women for Afghan Women (WAW) is pleased to announce the appointment of Dr.

Susan Aryan Antolin, Ed.D., as its new Executive Director, effective September 1, 2024,

following an extensive search by the Board of Directors.

The daughter of Afghan refugees, Dr. Antolin comes to WAW with a seasoned commitment to
empowering women and girls and uplifting vulnerable community members. As an exceptional

Afghan American woman with a diverse background in research, business, and the nonprofit
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sector, Dr. Antolin brings extensive experience in program development, curriculum design,
and instruction. Her doctoral research at New York University focused on organizational
culture, the future of work, and critical areas such as Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and
Belonging (DEIB).

Dr. Antolin's dedication to equality and equity for Afghan girls and women is evident through

her impactful work at the 30 Birds Foundation, where she developed programs supporting

resettled community members in Canada and the United States, and promoted educational
initiatives for girls in Afghanistan. Additionally, Susan co-founded Advancing_Girls, providing
invaluable research-based, data-driven tools for educators and mentors working with
underrepresented communities, particularly K-12 girls. Her leadership as a portfolio manager
at the Fund for the City of New York, where she guided non-profit organizations in their growth

and social impact initiatives, further underscores her commitment to advancing social causes.

WAW’s board, management, and staff are confident that Dr. Antolin’s authentic leadership will
propel Women for Afghan Women to new heights as the organization continues its mission to
support and empower vulnerable communities, particularly women and girls, in Afghanistan

and the United States.

We are so excited to have Dr. Antolin on board!

In addition to this wonderful news, we are proud to share highlights from our operations in
August in which thousands of Afghan women, children, and their families were supported

through your generosity.

In the United States, your support this August ensured over 264 individuals continued to
access women's circles, pro bono immigration legal and case management services, and

other essential direct support at our community centers in Virginia and New York.

In Afghanistan, you supported members of the most underserved communities across 18
Afghan provinces, with a focus on women-led households, girls, children, internally

displaced persons, refugee returnees, and other vulnerable individuals and communities.

In August alone, you helped 187,138 individuals in Afghanistan receive direct support
through our Humanitarian Aid Program (HAP), Children's Support Centers (CSCs) and Cash
Assistance Project (CAP), reconstruction and economic empowerment projects, mental health

and psychosocial support and other services.

Scroll down for more exciting August highlights from WAW's programs!
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WAW IN NEW YORK

Summer Fun for Seniors

In August, the Afghan women in WAW's Seniors Program at the New York Community Center

(NYCC) gathered together to enjoy the last of the activities we planned for them during their

summer session.

Thanks to your support of this essential program, Afghan senior women in the community
have been able to convene for special classes and outdoor activities at the NYCC and across
the city. A learning and fun-filled curriculum including yoga, workshops, arts and crafts,
outdoor picnics and other activities has allowed WAW's Seniors Program participants to build
strong bonds with each other and other women in the community. The program brings women
who have experienced isolation in a new country away from home, help seek new learning

experiences of community, friendship, and healing.

As we conclude the summer session of the Seniors Program, we thank YOU for the

positive impact your support has had on the lives of these very special Afghan women!

WAW IN VIRGINIA
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Back to School in Virginia

August marked the beginning of the new school year for the students of the many families you

support in our community. In anticipation of the many needs back to school means for these

families, WAW's Virginia Community Center (VACC) eagerly helped the community manage
this financially-challenging transition by holding a Back to School Women's Circle and

Clothing Drive!

The monthly women's circles held at the VACC provide a safe and supportive space for
women in the community to participate in discussions led by the VACC team on topics that

are relevant to their lives.

In August, the discussion at the women's circle focused on preparing for the new school year.
It ranged from organizing school supplies to the importance of balancing family schedules to
ensure a smooth transition. The clothing drive that followed offered women's and children's
wear that refreshed their wardrobes ahead of the new school year. These kinds of initiatives
held at WAW's community centers help the mothers in our communities feel more confident in

caring for the many needs of their children and families.

Your generosity keeps members of our community feel supported!
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WAW IN AFGHANISTAN

Educating Girls in Afghanistan

We are so excited to share the progress from our renovation efforts of the Mahjoba Herawi
Girls School in Kabul! This school building's history traces back to 1954 when it was first
established. Over decades of conflict and impoverishment, the conditions at the school
deteriorated with broken doors, windows, lack of utilities and a dire lack of basic amenities

such as clean drinking water for students.

Thanks to donors like you, our team in Afghanistan has been able to turn the facility

into a vibrant and functioning learning environment for girls who attend this school.

After WAW's renovation and rehabilitation of the school and its facilities, Mohjoba Herawi Girls
School's students now have access to a clean drinking water system, new classrooms with

whiteboards, desks, chairs, stationary, and so much more!

The school’s principal Wahida Stanikzai shared that “Prior to the renovation, we faced
significant issues with the school's building and facilities. But, since WAW's intervention, the
school feels like a proper educational institution with both students and teachers enjoying
renewed enthusiasm about the learning experience we can now offer.”
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Since 2023, your support has allowed WAW to renovate 14 schools in Kabul, including four
in this year alone. School renovations in a war torn country and with harsh limitations on girls'
educations helps build morale for girls and boys in Afghanistan and gives them renewed hope

about their most basic right to an education.

You gave new hope to sixth grader, Tabasum.

Tabasum is a 13-year-old girl who is a student at the Mahjoba Herawi Girls High
School in Kabul, Afghanistan. Tabasum is a bright student who has consistently

been first in her class for the past three years.

Her impressive skills in computer programs and English attest to her dedication
and passion for learning. Belonging to a family that is financially struggling,
Tabasum is grateful to be able to attend sixth grade at a school that she feels has

rekindled her love of seeking an education.

Tabasum says, "l once feared that the poor condition of our school might force us
to leave our studies. But with WAW’s renovation and rehabilitation of our school,
we now enjoy the kinds of facilities and learning environment we need to pursue

our dreams.”

You provide the means for girls like Tabasum to fulfill their dream of an education.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT!

DONATE

Don't miss out on our monthly newsletters!
SUBSCRIBE here

Connect with us on social media:

X NoNoNin X R

#RisingBeyondCrisis

WOMEN FOR AFGHAN WOMEN (WAW)
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Headquarters
PO Box 670999, Flushing, NY 11367 | Phone: +(929) 519-5994

New York Community Center (NYCC)
71-19 162nd St, Unit CF-D, Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 | Phone: +(718) 591-2434

Virginia Community Center (VACC)
5510 Cherokee Ave. Suite 110 Alexandria, VA | Phone: +(703) 658-5209

womenforafghanwomen.org
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