
Welcome to the July edition of Women for Afghan Women (WAW)'s monthly newsletter!

 

As summer heats up, we are excited to bring you all the wonderful ways your generous

donations have touched the lives of Afghan women and girls!

 

In the United States, your support this July ensured over 252 individuals continued to

access free, women-only ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages) and Citizenship

Classes, women's circles, pro bono immigration legal and case management services, and

other essential direct support at our community centers in Virginia and New York. 

 

In Afghanistan, you supported members of the most underserved communities across

22 Afghan provinces, with a focus on women-led households, girls, children, internally

displaced persons, refugee returnees, and other vulnerable individuals and communities. In

July alone, you helped 150,000 individuals receive direct support through our Humanitarian
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Aid Program (HAP), Children's Support Centers (CSCs) and Cash Assistance Project (CAP),

reconstruction and economic empowerment projects, mental health and psychosocial support

and other services.

 

You, our supporters, make this life saving and positive impact possible.

You uplift the lives of Afghan women, children, and their families in the U.S. and Afghanistan. 

 

Scroll down for more exciting July highlights from WAW's programs!

NEW Summer Youth Program

Thanks to your commitment to supporting our ever growing programs, in the month of July

our New York Community Center's (NYCC's) kickstarted a new youth program for 14 girls and

boys in the community in partnership with Hello Future!

 

This new five-week summer youth program is designed to build skills such as critical thinking,

problem solving, and developing business concepts. One project in the program helps the

girls and boys develop business ventures based on a Five Dollar Challenge. 

 

The Challenge helps participants better understand business models, come up with a

business idea, and then, how to implement this idea. It encourages and explores participants'

ambitions to start their own business one day! One of the business ventures the group came

up with was setting up a Bolani (Afghan stuffed flatbread) business. One girl in the group said,

"I learned the importance of design, making a business plan, and collaboration. I am

more confident now and believe in myself and my ability to achieve success."

Your generosity inspires our youth to dream BIG!
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Eid al-Adha Meat Distribution Drive

In July, WAW collaborated with Islamic Relief USA (IRUSA) to distribute red meat to struggling

Muslim and newly arrived Afghan families at both our Virginia Community Center (VACC) and

the New York Community Center (NYCC). 

Across both centers, 1,000 community members were served in one day! 

 

This distribution followed the Muslim holiday of Eid ul-Adha in which Muslims around the

world are expected to provide charitable gifts and donations to those in need. Muslims

celebrating this holiday often distribute red meat (a luxury for many) and special meals to less

privileged households. For many families who attended the distribution, it was their first Eid ul-

Adha away from family and friends in Afghanistan. The distribution drive brought joy to these

families that otherwise could not afford ingredients like red meat in the meals they want to

share with their loved ones during the holiday. 

Your support allows these meaningful distributions to members of our community! 
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Nadia works on her project during an embroidery course offered by WAW in Afghanistan.

Sewing Hope Together

Following the national bans on women working and on girls education imposed by the Taliban

after 2021, Afghan women have faced immense difficulties in earning the income they

desperately need to provide for themselves and their families. But, thanks to your support,

WAW continues to explore and create new and creative avenues to try to improve the quality

of life for women and girls struggling under the restrictions imposed upon them in

Afghanistan. 

Last year and in partnership with the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) in Afghanistan, WAW

launched a community mobilization project in the northern and northeastern regions of the

country that offers vocational courses, including sewing and embroidery. The sewing and

embroidery course has given Afghan women the hope to work from home while earning a vital

source of income. 

 

Your generosity is a lifeline for Nadia.

Nadia is a 28-year-old woman living with her husband and 12-year-old son in

northeaster Afghanistan. Despite a promising childhood and dreams of getting an

education, the conflicts and devastating poverty plaguing Afghanistan prevented
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Nadia from attending school and led to her family's internal displacement. Her

husband lost his job after the Taliban takeover in 2021, further impoverishing

Nadia's family. 

 

However, recently, Nadia completed a four-month sewing and embroidery course

offered by WAW in her host community allowing Nadia to gain valuable,

employable vocational skills. What's more, after completing the course, Nadia

launched her own business and is now supporting her family with her handsown,

embroidered items. 

Nadia told our staff in Afghanistan, "I want to express my gratitude to WAW for the

life-changing support they provided. This course has not only lifted our financial

burdens but also helped me open a sewing and embroidery business that I can run

from my own home. Today, I am determined to create a better future for my family. I

am so thankful for the opportunity I got to take this course and for making a positive

difference in our lives"

You give hope to Afghan women like Nadia who are their family's sole providers. 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT!

 

DONATE

Don't miss out on our monthly newsletters! 
SUBSCRIBE here

Connect with us on social media:

WOMEN FOR AFGHAN WOMEN (WAW)

Headquarters

PO Box 670999, Flushing, NY 11367 | Phone: +(929) 519-5994

New York Community Center (NYCC)

71-19 162nd St, Unit CF-D, Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 | Phone: +(718) 591-2434
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Virginia Community Center (VACC)

5510 Cherokee Ave. Suite 110 Alexandria, VA | Phone: +(703) 658-5209

womenforafghanwomen.org
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#RisingBeyondCrisis
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