
We are thrilled to welcome you to our first newsletter of 2025! This year marks another

chapter in our 24-year-long, unwavering commitment to empowering Afghan women and girls,

advocating for their rights, and creating lasting change within their communities. In March, our

community observed the holy month of Ramadan. This past week, we celebrated the end of

Ramadan with the holiday of Eid-ul-Fitr. These celebrations allow for reflection and a sense of

community — essential to help guide our work.  

While we embark on bold new initiatives, we also recognize the importance of strengthening

the internal systems that make our work possible. By enhancing our infrastructure, refining our

strategies, and fostering sustainability, we aim to expand our reach, increase our impact, and

navigate the evolving challenges ahead with resilience and purpose. 

Thank you for being part of this journey. Your support and dedication fuel our mission, and
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together, we can continue building a future where every Afghan woman and girl has the

opportunity to thrive.

Scroll down for more highlights from WAW's programs so far this year!

March marked both the beginning and end of the holy month of Ramadan, which held deep

significance for our community members. The Virginia Community Center (VACC) in

partnership with Islamic Relief USA, provided more than 87 families with essential food items

which will help them prepare healthy meals to break their fast during the month-long festivities.

 

At the New York Community Center (NYCC) we continued our impactful programming such as

our English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL), citizenship classes, case management &

social services, and our pro-bono legal services. Altogether, our New York and Virginia

Community Centers served over 1750 individuals this year so far, all thanks to your support! 

As we continue providing life-changing services, in 2025 we are focusing on building stronger

networks with other Afghan diaspora organizations, as well as national and international

women’s rights groups, to advocate for Afghan women’s rights both here and abroad. These

efforts will help us amplify our voices and push for critical changes on the global stage, ensuring

Afghan women’s rights are prioritized in international conversations. 

March celebrates both International Women's Day and Women’s History Month which

provided the perfect moment for our Executive Director, Dr. Susan A. Antolin to join allies at the

Harvard Graduate School of Education. There, she highlighted the services at WAW, which

empower Afghan women and girls, reinforcing the collective effort needed to address the

ongoing challenges. Nearly 1,300 days have passed since Afghan girls were last granted access

to secondary education, raising our voices has never been more critical.

 

That's why we invite you to #investinHER. At WAW, we strive to inspire in HER: Hope,

Empowerment, and Resilience. Our programming across Afghanistan and in the United States
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provide HER opportunities through Health, Education, and Resettlement to Afghan women and

girls.

Ziba being assisted by a WAW staff member in Balkh, Afghanistan

In 2025, WAW is proud to partner with  the United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR) to launch

new Women’s Protection and Gender-Based Violence programs across Afghanistan. Women’s

rights have always been at the heart of our mission, and as violence and oppression against

women and girls continues to rise, this collaboration is a crucial step toward reversing these

devastating trends. No matter where they are, including in Afghanistan, we remain steadfast in

our efforts to protect, empower, and advocate for the safety and dignity of Afghan women and

girls.

Your support makes a direct impact on lives — women like Ziba, a 69-year-old widow struggling

to survive the brutal winter with only her grandson by her side. Despite his efforts, their

situation was becoming increasingly desperate. But thanks to your generosity, WAW has been

able to provide Ziba with critical cash assistance, allowing her to make it through the harsh

winter these past few months. 

Ziba tells a staff member, "I am deeply thankful for the generous support

extended to those in need during this harsh winter season. The financial
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assistance we received for purchasing fuel and warm clothing has eased our

burdens significantly, and this kind gesture has restored hope and strength

to both me and my family. This aid motivates us to keep pushing forward

despite our difficulties and fills us with the hope that one day, a better and

more peaceful future will be within reach for us.” 

Since 2022, the Mother Cabrini Health Foundation has been a valued partner in our mission,

helping us serve over 1,000 individuals annually. We are honored to be a 2024–2025 grantee,

receiving $200,000 to expand culturally and linguistically responsive support for Afghan, South

Asian, and other immigrant and refugee families in NYC. This funding will strengthen our case

management and legal services, job training, and community engagement, ensuring more

families thrive.

We are deeply grateful for this continued partnership in empowering our communities!  
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Citizenship Classes 

Starting April 14, we are relaunching our FREE

online classes for women to support those eligible

to prepare for the U.S. citizenship test and

interview.

For more information email

zara@womenforafghanwomen.org

Annual WAW Gala

Join us for an unforgettable evening celebrating

the resilience of Afghan women and girls.

Connect with advocates, hear powerful stories,

and make a lasting impact. All proceeds support

WAW’s vital programs, providing education,

advocacy, and safe spaces. Stay tuned for more

details on the date & location! 

 

Donate

Don't miss out on our monthly newsletters! 
Subscribe Here

Connect with us on social media:
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WOMEN FOR AFGHAN WOMEN (WAW)

New York Community Center (NYCC)

71-19 162nd St, Unit CF-D, Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 | Phone: +1 (718) 591-2434

Virginia Community Center (VACC)

5510 Cherokee Ave. Suite 110 Alexandria, VA | Phone: +1 (703) 658-5209

womenforafghanwomen.org
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#investinHER
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