
At Women for Afghan Women, we believe that Hope, Empowerment, and Resilience are

rights every woman and child deserves.

Afghan women and girls are facing some of the most challenging circumstances in recent

history including displacement and the denial of basic rights and yet, they continue to

rise. At WAW, we know that when you invest in women and girls you’re investing in the

future. They are leaders and change makers. 

That’s why this May we launched the Invest in HER campaign. It is a powerful movement

to invest in their Hope, Empowerment, and Resilience through Health care, Education,

and Resettlement support. It’s through this support we are helping Afghan women and

girls rebuild their lives and shape their own futures, both in the United States and in

Afghanistan. 

We are incredibly proud of the Invest in HER launch and also to unveil Women for
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Afghan Women’s newly redesigned website. This platform reflects the heart of our

mission and brings to life the stories, programs, and impact that drive our work every

day. 

The timing of these two launches is intentional. Together, the campaign and the website

represent a renewed invitation to engage, a bold step forward in amplifying our voice,

and a deeper investment in the visibility, dignity, and power of Afghan women and girls

everywhere.

Thank you for being here. 

Dr. Susan Aryan Antolin

Executive Director

Learn how you can #investinHER

This May, we honored Mental Health Awareness Month and Mother's Day, both which

are embodied and reflected through the work we do every day. To support young

mothers unable to attend classes due to caring for young children, the New York

Community Center launched Story Circle. Held at a local library in Queens, Story Circle,

led by a mental health counselor, facilitates young mothers and their children in a book

reading circle and craft making. Story Circle is one step towards fostering community and

offering support for young mothers. In celebration of Mother’s Day, we also shared a

heartfelt blog featuring reflections from a special mother-daughter duo at WAW. Read

more in our latest blog. 
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In partnership with Islamic Relief USA, we held a food package distribution which

benefited over 125 families, reaching 400 individuals. Many of the families who received

these packages, which included rice, lentils, and cooking oil, are newly arrived and

ineligible for federal assistance like food stamps, putting them at higher risk for food

insecurity. This partnership helps ensure that vulnerable families have access to

nutritious meals. We’re grateful to work alongside partner organizations committed to

addressing urgent needs of the community. 

 

In some more exciting news from U.S. programming, we are happy to resume our Youth

Leadership and Seniors programs. In the Seniors program, elderly Afghan women will

gather for weekly sessions, building sisterhood for women who often are facing isolation.

Students are thrilled to be back in action at the center for activities, field trips and

leadership building workshops! 

 

Building off the theme for youth empowerment, the Virginia Community Center

launched its first ever youth program! The program is specifically catered to Afghan

youth who are newcomers and need additional support in learning how to navigate the

school system, community and career path in the United States. 

 

Your support of programs like these, form connections which lead to healing.
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Big news from Afghanistan this May! We are proud to announce that Fareed Noori, our

Afghanistan Country Director, has been elected to the Agency Coordinating Body for

Afghan Relief and Development (ACBAR) Steering Committee. ACBAR is a 211-

member organization and is responsible for monitoring, guiding, and assisting the

secretariat’s activities. Fareed’s appointment gives Women for Afghan Women a

stronger voice at the table to advocate for the rights and needs of Afghan women and

girls during this critical time. 

More from Afghanistan, our Children's Support Centers (CSC) continue to serve as a

lifeline for children of incarcerated parents. This unique program offers a safe, nurturing

environment which prevents children from falling into begging, poverty, and trafficking.

With access to education, healthcare, and emotional support, CSC ensures that these

children are not forgotten and, are given the chance to a bright future. You've saved the

lives of young girls like Hadisa, who before joining the CSC, was residing with her mother

in prison with nowhere else to go. 

Read Hadisa's inspiring story
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Yoga activity in the Archewell Foundation wellness program for Afghan women.

The Archewell Foundation has played a vital role in our community’s growth through its

generosity. Their partnership enables us to offer monthly sessions where Afghan women

who have recently arrived in the U.S., meet with each other. Thanks to the generosity of

the Archewell Foundation, we are able to offer a wellness program by creating a space

where women build connections through therapeutic activities such as yoga, arts &

crafts, and open dialogue. When Afghan women who have shared experiences from the

trauma of resettlement come together, they form a powerful connection which is healing

beyond words. We are so grateful to the Archewell Foundation for their continued

support and for planting a seed in the well-being of the women in our community. 

Save the Date for HER Gala, October 23rd

Join us for an unforgettable evening celebrating the

resilience of Afghan women and girls. Connect with

advocates, hear powerful stories, and make a lasting

impact. All proceeds support WAW’s vital

programs, providing education, advocacy, and safe

spaces. More info to come!

New Program Director at the VACC

Amanda Dombach joins as the new Program

Director of the Virginia Community Center

(VACC). Amanda brings over 15 years of

experience in social work, refugee resettlement,

and grassroots community leadership. Read

Amanda's full announcement in Featured News.
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Donate

 

Including WAW in your will or revocable trust is a simple yet powerful way to ensure you create a lasting
impact that values supporting safety, education, and opportunity for Afghan women and girls. 

Learn more about Planned Giving

 

Don't miss out on our monthly newsletters! 
Subscribe here

Connect with us on social media:

WOMEN FOR AFGHAN WOMEN (WAW)

New York Community Center (NYCC)

71-19 162nd St, Unit CF-D, Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 | Phone: +1 (718) 591-2434

Virginia Community Center (VACC)

5510 Cherokee Ave. Suite 110 Alexandria, VA | Phone: +1 (703) 658-5209

womenforafghanwomen.org

Copyright © 2025 Women for Afghan Women, All rights reserved.

office@womenforafghanwomen.com

*{{Unsubscribe}}*

View this email in your browser

#investinHER
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