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Women for Afghan Women Responds to Devastating Earthquake in Kunar 
Province  

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE September 4, 2025 New York, NY -  Women for Afghan 

Women (WAW) sends our deepest condolences to the families of the victims of the 

devastating 6.0 magnitude earthquake that struck the Kunar province in Afghanistan on 

Sunday, August 31, 2025.  

 

The earthquake has left more than 2,200 dead and injured over 3,000 people, according 

to media reports. Thousands more are left without shelter, food, or the most basic 

necessities. This disaster is adding to the already dire humanitarian situation in 

Afghanistan, where ongoing restrictions on women’s rights and access to services have 

created an unprecedented crisis within a crisis. 

 

“In moments of crisis like this, Afghan women and girls are the most vulnerable,” said 

Susan Antolin, Executive Director of WAW. “Mothers are struggling to feed their babies, 

young girls lack safe spaces, and families are enduring unimaginable loss. Our teams 

are on the ground, and we are committed to ensuring that no one, especially women 

and girls are forgotten in this emergency response.”  

 

WAW is one of the few organizations on the ground responding to affected families in 

Kunar province. Current relief efforts include distribution of hygiene/dignity kits for 

women and girls, baby kits for mothers, essential household items such as blankets and 

cooking supplies, and the provision of Mental Health and Psychosocial Support 

(MHPSS) for survivors. 

 

Women for Afghan Women is a grassroots organization dedicated to protecting and 

promoting  the rights of Afghan women, girls, and families. With community centers in 

New York and Virginia, and a strong foundation of work across Afghanistan, WAW  
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provides direct services, including case management, legal support, counseling, 

educational programs, and youth leadership initiatives, rooted in cultural competence 

and gender equality. Through advocacy,education, and empowerment, WAW works to 

ensure that Afghan women and girls can rebuild their lives with dignity and lead change 

in their communities. Learn more at www.womenforafghanwomen.org. 
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