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= invest in HER

AFGHAN WOMEN

Newsletter

Issue Five

As we gather in gratitude this Thanksgiving, we reflect on the power of compassion and

community. Your ongoing donations are critical, especially now, as nearly 80% of young

Afghan women are excluded from education, employment, or training opportunities. In
Afghanistan, women currently realize only 17% of their potential compared to roughly
60% globally. With every act of generosity, you make it possible for Afghan women and

girls to find safety, opportunity, and strength when the world around them threatens to

close the door.

This season of giving reminds us that hope grows when we give from the heart. Together,

we are not just giving thanks, we are investing in HER future.

Donate Today

A Night to Remember: HER Gala

On October 23, 2025, we hosted our annual HER Gala, an unforgettable evening that
brought together change makers, advocates, and supporters united by one vision: a

world where 100% of Afghan women and girls at WAW have access to health, education,

and resettlement services.

The night was filled with inspiration, gratitude, and community. From heartfelt speeches
to moving performances, every moment reflected the strength, resilience, and hope that
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define the women and girls we serve. This was our first gala held since 2019, and it was

truly special to come together in person to celebrate HER.

A glimpse of why we invest in HER

WAW in the United States

Clinton Global Initiative
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We had the privilege of being a Commitment Maker at the 2025 Clinton Global Initiative

Annual Meeting in September and we were proud to announce and launch our Youth

Leadership Program (YLP), an initiative empowering Afghan teens in the U.S.

Through leadership training, mental health and wellness education, mentorship, and
community building, the YLP will help Afghan youth (ages 14-18) heal, grow, and step

into their futures as change makers.
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“With over 20 years serving Afghan communities, WAW is uniquely positioned to guide

teens as they adapt, heal, and lead,” said Susan Antolin, WAW'’s Executive Director.

Together, with our partners like community organizations, Alexandria public schools, and

more, we're building brighter futures for Afghan youth.

Uplifting with Education

October is recognized annually as Domestic Violence Awareness Month. Every day, we
stand beside survivors rebuilding their lives after abuse and through our culturally
competent case management, they find strength, dignity, and the support needed to heal.

This October we:

e Marched alongside our partners at the Korean American Family Service Center

(KAFC) to raise awareness.

e Held community discussions and a virtual panel with CONNECT to break the

silence and foster healing.
e Supported 21 survivors through safety, justice, and hope thanks to our trusted

partnerships and incredible caseworkers.
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Together, we can break the cycle of violence and build a future rooted in safety, respect,

and empowerment.

If you feel moved to support generations of Afghan women and girls who have or are
experiencing domestic violence, please donate today to expand our services and

program abilities.

Read Zehra's story of survival

Raising Children in a World that Feels Different

Afghan mothers came together for an empowering full-day Parenting Workshop, hosted
by AsylumWorks in partnership with Women for Afghan Women. Led by a child and
family therapist, participants explored how to raise children in a world that can feel very

different from their own.

Through interactive exercises, small group discussions, and hands-on activities, mothers
reflected on parenting challenges, learned to recognize and respond to their children’s
emotions, and practiced new ways to strengthen communication and connection at
home. The workshop ended with participants receiving certificates and leaving with

renewed confidence and practical tools to support their families every day.

file:///Users/sabenachaudhry/Downloads/email (1).html 4/7


https://secure.qgiv.com/for/87hbij
https://womenforafghanwomen.org/finding-safety-zehras-journey-as-a-survivor-of-domestic-violence/
https://womenforafghanwomen.org/finding-safety-zehras-journey-as-a-survivor-of-domestic-violence/
https://womenforafghanwomen.org/finding-safety-zehras-journey-as-a-survivor-of-domestic-violence/
https://secure.qgiv.com/for/87hbij
https://secure.qgiv.com/for/87hbij

12/3/25,9:50 AM email (1).html

See why our CSCs matter

WAW in Afghanistan

The Next Generation

Our Children’s Support Centers (CSCs) provide a safe and nurturing environment for

children whose mothers are incarcerated or whose families are unable to care for them.

Each year, close to 200 children live in our CSCs in Balkh and Badakhshan provinces,

receiving around-the-clock care that includes shelter, nutritious meals, clothing,

education, healthcare, and psychosocial support.

At the CSCs, children not only receive essential services but also participate in
extracurricular activities, sports, and opportunities to maintain regular visits with their
parents. Our staff also provides counseling and awareness programs for incarcerated
parents to support their well-being and prepare them for reintegration with their

children. By offering protection, care, and education, our CSCs ensure these children can
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grow, learn, and thrive despite challenging circumstances while keeping families

connected. Your support makes this work possible!

Help nurture the next generation of Afghan children

Special Announcements

Giving Tuesday is on December 2, and we are really counting on your support. Every

donation, big or small, keeps our programs for Afghan women and girls going strong in

the United States and Afghanistan.
Only $10 monthly can transform lives in Afghanistan. Did you know if 1,000 people
gave that amount per month, we would be able to keep two life-changing programs

running for a year?!

This Giving Tuesday, stand for the future of Afghan women and families.

Donate to WAW for Giving Tuesday

Including WAW in your will or revocable trust is a simple yet powerful way to ensure you create a
lasting impact that values supporting safety, education, and opportunity for Afghan women and
girls.

Learn more about our Legacy Giving
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Thousands of companies will match donations made by their team members, retirees, and even
employee spouses. Search now to access your employer’s matching gift forms and complete the
simple, minutes-long process to drive additional support toward our cause.

Double the Donation

Don't miss out on our monthly newsletters!
Subscribe here

Read our latest annual report - available now!
2024 WAW Annual Report

Connect with us on social media:

OO0

WOMEN FOR AFGHAN WOMEN (WAW)

New York Community Center (NYCC)
71-19 162nd St, Unit CF-D, Fresh Meadows, NY 11365 | Phone: +1 (718) 591-2434

Virginia Community Center (VACC)
5510 Cherokee Ave. Suite 110 Alexandria, VA | Phone: +1 (703) 658-5209

womenforafghanwomen.org

Copyright © 2025 Women for Afghan Women, All rights reserved.

office@womenforafghanwomen.com
*f{Unsubscribe}}*
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#investinHER
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